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Drive for Ukraine in Partnership with Drive for Ukraine in Partnership with 
Orthodox Church of UkraineOrthodox Church of Ukraine

Story by Garrett Cole, CFAY Public Affairs

The Chapel of Hope Yokosuka, a community 
center and place of worship for the military 
community in Yokosuka, Japan, has recently 

announced a clothing drive for Ukraine in 
partnership with the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 
This initiative, which runs through the end of 
January, aims to gather clothing donations from the 
community to help those in need during the cold 
winter months.

“We’ve had an Orthodox Christian service and Father 
Paul here for several years,” says Chaplain David 
Kim, Command Chaplain, Fleet Activities Yokosuka. 
“When I came on board back in May, I discovered 
that our Orthodox Christian service was actually 
specifically the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. So, 
when everything started happening with Russia 
and Ukraine, I thought that there’s got to be a way 
that we can tap into our chapel community for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine.”

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last year, Ukrainians 
are facing harsh winter that are temperatures 
dropping well below freezing. Many families and 
individuals have been struggling to keep warm, and 
the Chapel of Hope Yokosuka and the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine wants to do their part to help.

“So many people are cold, and so many people 
are without electricity,” says Father Paul Koroluk, 
Archpriest in the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
and pastor of that Church’s mission to Japan and 
contractor to the Chapel of Hope. “Those things 
that we’re already collecting, and sending over 

- thermal underwear, hand-warmers, etc.  We’re 
starting to collect flashlights, especially rechargeable 
ones or ones that people can attach to their heads. 
We’re directing the items first to medical providers 
in Ukraine because the hospitals and clinics there 
often don’t have power. So, the nurses and the other 
medical staff get around with just flashlights.”

The clothing drive accepts donations of all types, 
including coats, sweaters, hats, gloves, scarves, warm 
blankets, sleeping bags, thermal underwear, and 
flashlights. All donations will be inspected for quality 
and shipped to Ukraine to help those in need.

“We intend to use the funds collected [by the CFAY 
community] with the most careful stewardship,” said 
Koroluk. “Thanks to the donations we received, the 
first use for that is for when we travel to Kyushu to 
visit Ukrainian evacuees and others in Nagasaki and 
Fukuoka. I’ll be able to give them some of the stuff. 
Thanks to what the Chapel of Hope has done.”

The community has been quick to respond to this call 
for help. 

“Ms. Megan McMechan, our Catholic Religious 
Education Coordinator, was instrumental in getting 
the clothing drive off the ground, and she’s the 
one that cornered Father Paul about helping,” said 
Kim. “She’s been a great asset in helping organize 
and mobilize this. We also had help from the Junior 
Enlisted Sailors Association to sort through the 
donations and make it more manageable.”

The efforts of the CFAY community in coordinating 
and managing the drive will have a lasting, if not 
lifesaving, impact. The drive aims to provide aid and 
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comfort to those in need during this harsh time. 

“Millions of people are displaced and living in 
temporary shelters,” said Koroluk. “Some shelters 
were actually built by our church. Many people 
who are older are not reachable and rely entirely 
upon electricity for heating. People are going to 
die this winter in Ukraine. So, anything that we can 
do to help keep people stay warm is going to save 
lives. The fact is that these donations are coming 
from overseas, especially the ones that we send 
from Yokosuka to Ukraine. I want it to be very much 
understood that they are coming from the U.S. Navy 
community. The people who will receive those gifts 
understand that it gives them not just a gift of bodily 
warmth but a gift of spiritual warmth to understand 
that they’re not forgotten and that people are caring 
for them.”

The clothing drive organized by the Chapel of Hope 
Yokosuka for the people of Ukraine is a vital effort 
in helping those in need during the cold winter. The 
donations collected will provide warmth, comfort, 
and a sense of hope and community to those 
who receive them. This drive is a testament to the 
generosity and compassion of the community, and 
it serves as a reminder of the power of small acts 
of kindness to make a big difference in the lives of 
others.

For more than 75 years, CFAY has provided, 
maintained, and operated base facilities and services 
in support of the U.S. 7th Fleet’s forward deployed 
naval forces, tenant commands, and thousands of 
military and civilian personnel and their families.
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• Adult and Pediatric First Aid/CPR/AED
• Babysitter’s Training with Pediatric First Aid/CPR
• Basic Life Support (for Medical professionals)

All classes are blended learning courses including an 
online portion (approx. 3 hours), and an instructor-
led classroom skill session. The online portion must be 
completed prior to the skills test.

American Red Cross Winter ClassesAmerican Red Cross Winter Classes

Babysitter’s Training and Pediatric First Aid/CPR/AED ($70): Recommended for those 11-15 years 
old.
 • Sunday, Feb. 5: 1 to 4 p.m.

If your company or organization needs a CPR class, please contact us directly to 
schedule one at your convenience.

To register, email: Yokosuka@redcross.org with the class and preferred date/time. You will  receive 
a payment link and be asked to send your receipt in order to guarantee a spot in the course.
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BEYOND
THE GATE

Jewel of ShonanJewel of Shonan
Until Feb. 28 (Tuesday)

5 to 8 p.m. (weekdays, including the end of the year to the
new year); 5 to 9 p.m. (weekends, Dec. 23 to 30); 5:30 to 9 
p.m. (Jan. 7 to Feb. 28) | Enoshima area (20-minute walk 
from Enoden Enosima Station)
The Enoshima area is brightened with illuminations at
several locations to include the 200-foot-tall symbolic
observation tower called the Enoshima Sea Candle
(center of the photo) and in the Samuel Cocking Garden
area. The Jewel of Shonan festival is one of the top
three greatest winter illuminations in the Kanto Region.

Miurakaigan Sakura FestivalMiurakaigan Sakura Festival
Feb. 5 (Sunday) - March 5 (Sunday)

Along the road from Keikyu Miurakaigan Station to 
Misakiguchi Station. 
Come see the Miurakaigan’s Kawazu Sakura trees. 
Enjoy Sakura Festival food such as cherry Dorayaki 
(pancake-like confectionery), cherry rice cookies and 
radish shochu. The Kawazu cherry tree in front of the 
Miurakaigan station is also illuminated.

37th Yokohama Chinatown 37th Yokohama Chinatown 
Chinese New Year CelebrationChinese New Year Celebration

Until Feb. 5 (Sunday)
Various times depending on the day | Yokohama 
Chinatown (3-minute walk from Minato-Mirai Line 
Motomachi/Chukagai Station)
The Lunar New Year celebration is a multi-day event, 
offering visitors a variety of celebration displays and 
parades to enjoy.
Dance and Performances: Jan. 28 and 29, 1 to 2 p.m., 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m., 4 to 5 p.m. (Yamashita Town Park, 
located inside Chinatown)
Celebration Parade: Feb. 4, 4 p.m.
Extravagant parade to celebrate the New Year with 
costumes of the Emperor, ethnic clothing, lion dance, 
and dragon dance. https://www.chinatown.or.jp/event/
celebration/shunsetsu2023/

Strawberry Festival 2023Strawberry Festival 2023
Feb. 3 (Friday) - 26 (Sunday)

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. | Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse 
(6-minute walk from Bashamichi or Nihon O-dori Station)
The Yokohama Strawberry Festival showcases a wide 
range of ways to enjoy these delicious seasonal fruits. 
A number of vendors will be selling strawberry themed 
merchandise, including jewelry, key chains, umbrellas, 
and more. If that wasn’t enough, the family-friendly 
event will also feature a strawberry shaped bounce 
house and playground for the kids. ¥300 for entry, but 
an additional fee applies. Closed Feb. 21. 
https://www.yokohama-akarenga.jp/strawberryfes/
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NEWS AND NOTICES
NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES

FFSC has new email addresses: ffscinfo@
us.navy.mil/ffsctap@us.navy.mil.

VOLUNTEER NOW FOR 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

• Health & Safety Instructor (CPR and First 
Aid, Babysitter)
• Preparedness Training (Youth K-5th 
Grade)
• Red Cross Message Management (Hero 
Care Emergency Message)
• Hospital Volunteers (Scheduling 
appointments/admin; Nursing or other 
medical volunteering)
• Youth Engagement (Pillowcase Project, 
Int’l Humanitarian Law)
• Social and Print Media (FaceBook, 
Twitter, Flyers, Posters)
1. Use a desktop or laptop computer.
2. Search and go to Red Cross Volunteer 
Connection.
3. Use the Yokosuka FPO zip code 96349.
4. Complete the online training.
5. If you have any problems, email 
yokosuka@redcross.org, or call 243-7490.

UPCOMING MOTORCYCLE TRAINING
A Motorcycle Safety Foundation Basic 
Rider Course 1 class is scheduled for 
Feb. 4-5.  You must have your own 
motorcycle for this class.  Enroll through 
the Global Training tab on the ESAMS 
website. https://esams.cnic.navy.mil/
ESAMS_GEN_2/Login. All enrollees will 
be waitlisted until all pre-requirements 
identified in ESAMS are met.  Active duty 
personnel have priority. For motorcycle 
licensing requirements, please contact 
the Base Safety Office at 243-7354/2471. 
For enrollment inquiries please contact 
the CNRJ Safety Program Director at 243-
9635.

CHANGES TO VCC/VRO SCHEDULE
Visitor Control Center (VCC)/Vehicle 
Registration Office (VRO) will be closed 
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services/SPOA.htm
Civil Law Attorney Services offered by 
appointment, 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Forms for legal assistance appointments:
https://www.jag.navy.mil/legal_services/
rlso/rlso_japan.htm
Submit completed forms to: 
YokosukaLegalAssistance@fe.navy.mil.

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Zushi Interchange of Yokohama-
Yokohama Road Closure: These two 
ramps will be closed during night time (9 
p.m. to 6 a.m.) due to construction: 
• Zushi Interchange Exit Ramp of Yoko-
Yoko Road to prefectrual Route24. (Please 
exit from Asahina Interchange)
• Zushi Interchange Entrance Ramp of 
Zuyo Shindo to Yoko-Yoko Road.
Date: Friday, Jan. 20 to Monday, Jan. 30.
O-Club and NMRTC Emergency 
Room Parking Lots Closure: A U.S./
Government of Japan joint exercise will 
take place near Navy Medicine Readiness 
and Training Center.  Please proceed with 
caution in these areas.
Closed Parking:
Feb. 2. from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Affected Areas: O-Club parking lot (6 
spaces)
NMRTC Emergency Room Parking Lot (6 
spaces)
The O-club and ER will remain open for 
use to the public within normal operating 
hours.
Rickert Drive Blockage: Full road 
blockage, Sunday, Feb. 2, 8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. In case of inclement weather, 
postponed to the following week. 
Pedestrians and bicycle riders are allowed 
to pass the tunnels. Vehicles are not 
allowed to pass the tunnels, but they can 
use Berth 12 and Isherwood Street.
Behind Fleet Rec Center: Full Road 
Closure on Sunday, Feb. 5, 9 to 11 a.m.
Clement Boulevard Closure: Partial road 
closure until Jan. 30, 2023.

every 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 1 p.m. for 
training effective Jan. 18, 2023.
VCC Normal hours of operation: Monday – 
Sunday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• For personal and vehicle pass section 
(Window 4): 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• For contractor and official pass section 
(Windows 1-3): 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
VRO normal hours of operation: Monday 
– Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Closed on 
federal holidays. For any questions, call VCC 
at 243-1838 or VRO at 243-5011.

POST OFFICE SERVICES NOTICE
To help streamline our operations, the 
Yokosuka/Ikego Post Offices no longer 
accepts cash as a form of payment for 
postal service products. Acceptable forms 
of payment are debit card and/or credit 
card. The following payment cards are 
accepted: American Express, Master Card, 
Visa, Discover, Apple Pay and Google 
Pay. There is a shift from HQ/MPSA to 
push for cashless payment operations 
across the Navy and globe.  As a cash-free 
location, the Base Post Office will improve 
service levels by reducing transaction 
times resulting in shorter wait periods 
in the lobby. Money Orders can still be 
purchased using a Debit Card only. Credit 
Cards are not accepted for the purchase 
of Money Orders per USPS regulations.  
If you have any questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the 
Yokosuka Post Office at 243-5486, or email: 
yokosukapostoffice@fe.navy.mil.

IKEGO DETACHMENT LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE SERVICES

When: Every other Wednesday.
Where: Ikego Command Liaison Office, 
first floor, building #831 (door to the left of 
Security).
Walk-in Notary Services offered, 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. Please bring two forms of ID.
Special Powers of Attorney may be created 
at: https://www.jag.navy.mil/legal_


